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Good afternoon. My name is Daisy Franklin. [ live at 82 South Main Street, South Norwalk,
Connecticut. | am the Vice President of the Publicly-assisted Housing Resident Network, PHRN, a
resident-led nonprofit organization of public housing and publicly-assisted housing residents
throughout the state. | will be speaking to you today on behalf of the PHRN organization in support
of H.B. 5399, AN ACT CONCERNING STATE REIMBURSEMENT FOR TAX ABATEMENTS AND PAYMENTS
IN LIEU OF TAXES.

Affordable housing PILOT (Payment In Lieu Of Taxes) and Tax Abatement Grant Program monies have
been eliminated from the state budget. We understand that. We understand that the current year’s
budget is running a very big deficit. We understand that next year’s budget is looking very bad as
well. And the year after that. We get it. Our family budgets tend to follow the same pattern.

What we need you to know is that unless the protections contained in H.B. 5399 are enacted into law
at this time, more than 10,000 very low income families living in properties formerly included in the
PILOT and Tax Abatement Grant Program will be expected to bear huge rent increases in order to
cover the lost PILOT and Tax Abatement funds. Many will not be able to pay the increases and will run
the risk of homelessness.

Affected families living in state public housing {PILOT properties on the attached spreadsheet) are
those whose income is so Jow that 30% of their income is below the current base rent amount for
their complex. However, they must pay the base rent, an amount representing more than 30% of
income. Affected families are already paying 40% and 50% or more of their income for rent. To add
another $50 or $104 or $65 to their rent each month will surely put an insurmountable burden on
their budget. Many already eat at soup kitchens most nights of the week. They minimize their food
bills in order to have enough money to pay rent each month.

H.B 5399 offers affected families a way to keep a roof over their heads even though affordable
housing PILOT and Tax Abatement Grant Program funds are gone. It offers affected families a
permanent moratorium on rent increases due to the loss of the affordable housing PILOT and Tax
Abatement Grants unless money is restored to the state’s budget for these programs. We at PHRN
know that a moratorium is necessary if the state is to avoid the stigma of being the cause of an
increased rate of homelessness.

We urge the Connecticut Legislature to pass H.B. 5399 and we urge the Governor to sign the bill into
law this year so that the state’s poorest families will not be unduly burdened with increased rents.

Thank you.
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